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developments 
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. The Soviets almost c(: r ta inly 1 plan* to launch lunar and Vc-n is 

; Dirobes before the end of: the vea.r;l and it is pus. s'i bl e , t-K oug h* 1 e s s 

c e r ftafi n n ; ih aju t hjeVlfw ill W&u him 6fie o> more. xr^aDine;ahd%t^llttes hVeTlir * • * h ^ 

■ 

p*' g i u ^l^^lliliipl IT* : 

Tunar Frobrs, The Soviets can bemexpctted to launeh < noi or more 
— - — — •• — 

luna r probes ^probably lanclin )l mstrunit packages , 

before th< «‘ticl ol \ ho 5. rfirs c s t imaie ' i s bar . .owing Eactbn 
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* Nerd. " The^JSSR -- and the US, as well - -.needs firm 

Th:v; infbrlm'ation’ on the load- be a ring, cha r.tcie ristic's of. the 

fc h^ip lujn. r • ‘ir.o -T v ; ' A\ a seh-TTnde r w n olt m, This 

’. ' • informaltaon-is need culTrefor e : "more- advanced lunar rni?>~ ' ’ 

wh£dh therScwhet pre.ss has disputed , can ; 1 

and erta k<- n . 

* iDrslrev The ”S plans, to la'unch ; t suit-iandcr, a Sun;e,v;or- 
s erie's ;: vehicle , to the Moon in October. Tm S'ovhcs 

( , $/4 u undoubtedly want their pr4be to dbgTay^Uiihere beior^iltthe . h 

\> * J„,< IBS 1 s does andltb send, oarcW more ■ - * **hh^ -Id hi 

: 1 • intent, IT he 'Soviets earlier This year launched 4*luha r 

— — . — • 

‘ ^ ;:-M;, 1; ' probe s hrrTe s s tba.n, -3;, months in their n\o*sT/concent rated 

tt’-.x ,as sa'uit yet o£gthe Mooni, : ^Air'4t^item.pts (launche^^ Harch 

, TO April,’ tbVay, a nd ^S'iituri* *<• prob,-.' r. 'ndnded to 

son- landers. 

, #, ? v4&£iir ia'a, 1 , , , S «*j, ‘ *»' 

h‘ T he^hSovi el sb havd iatt empt lunar soft landings’* 'When 4he^* 

. T ’ , , . 

ifoonhvas near its n rsi qi.aarte ia The stanu -do^yai du ring tne .summer 

apparently xT^ults’fr om t he’-fact that, aeprobe coulhfbe monitored-^ewer^^ 

. 

hours ’daily 'during this pe r iod by Soviet d eep~s pa c c c ommunica t ions 
m the Cainvca, owinp to the .sputheriy„;4rfgnation uf fuf M 
at "tile tim‘e of-ttlte first quarterSti'n ^rc.cent*1S5bnths . The Mtioo 4 is now 
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again becoming tm 
V ?• .Times most favorable 
before Che. end of 1965 are *i follows 
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0731 Z, 04 October 
0*00 Z, 03 November 
0 rZ3 8 Z ; 02 D e c e m b o r 



S he 4 October d;., i:e would be particularly propitious from a 

-opaganca standpoint, since it will be the 8th anniversary of the launch 
Sputnik, i, the first, man-launched satellite. Also, the Supreme Soviet 
rosy be in session at the time; an announcement to that body of a successful 
■ cut -la iQmg c . tm muon wotac oe mgaly oenencial, from the government s 
°‘ V,e ' V - There “• ° b '-““ sl V. some risk, of failure, but the Sovtet 
„ ^ a ;;;; hir no doubt is :r ^ arec ro conc< * al such a soviet 

Missions other than soft- landings are also possi deluding 

c Lrcum lunar flights which would furnish more detailed photography of the 
unseen sice ol the Moon and new scientific information about the exact size - 
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02 November 
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The Soviets to elate have made 15 lunar probe attempts (not counting 
a test bed and deep- space probe which photographed part of the 
•nseen side as it passed by), with the following results: 



which hit the Moon, 

which transmitted pictures of tile Moon's unseen 
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, 4 , a soft- jandcr which missed "the -MoMi err.;: js now 
ably In sola r o r bit. 







the mid - course giliidaivcje engine 

Orpr.'opuiarcin, failures |2 sustainrr, 5 third - sta C , 2 fourth- stage) 
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propulsion. ; sy stem'* has more thrust than the* US!' s, 

t! ® V ' ■** a s. -rj pte jS.u r 34 •- * - ,,< nl 5^? flic a/S "> rlNh PE*%> P < ■ C e W< V>A > 

iffefe * - F/uS.a* SiliHl 

” - » < -a&Sp* 1 * d ,5 vi’>> ) ?« " > V ” '■ i « a^lV’*’ 5 < , ' "y $.)•„)>>• * - 



"V otitis Prnnrn. The Soviets can also be expec teh <o f ia uifc h one'to .tKikee 

• „ ' | >,V ' ■ r ‘• wy- ' n ^ y ’ ’ ,f ^ *• ij > x ^’ji ■’v >v ^ * f i ^ 

probes of the, planet Venus whgji the launch window opens in Qciober and 
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hi q v. e mber. Probable S.p^iet hhtenthis' 'inSixcated a s f oliow.s ^ 

ft, ^ 1 ^ - « 'rT-Sl 
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« ': : : T he S o v i ets h a v e t rind to 1 a un c h<f i nbe' r pi aneta^y prob esdeSch . 

bdixrie~sin.ee late I960 that lrauielx’ windows have belphyppen for 

440 m .. -id/ M x^«h< b ,;c v u ; 

either Venus or Mars.- As many- as , prunes nave 'oeen 

...V. launched durine singlehiaunch-wijidow openin^si 

•' ! ' ,v!: - : ' ' : ■ ■ ■ - — ; "'■ ...... . .. .. . A.b ' 
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vjp«t jl at i on s idw- interplanetary launcH'(es) are i indicated ^ : 
v by the Zond 3 launch op IS July; I hi; Soviets 1 that 

Zend 3 ! s mis sioiviv/a s to le : sp : s pac ec .raft; Ay s t ern s : hi nr] cc : : 

'V ' po neats tor flights of extended duration^ an'; t or., dr cars mis s ion 

; ■ 

■V1¥m ' oi^d ata over inter D'lanetarv distances . 



oiaJata over interplanetary didanerb. 
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• The most favorable dates for -launch of Voh'u's .probes this year 
. . ' ■' . . .. ' 
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•occur 'in October ancKNovember. . Optimum cate iS'T21is T Qv!c : mbc;r , and 
. .a,. -,.,X . ,3a,.,, - 
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• '*' ' optimum laiinleh thin r e v f6r that' date is 03T.5@l 

A Soviet Venus^probe presurnably could weigh as ;.rnuch as a ton 

Mars ] , -which the Soviets launched on 1 Noveir be r 19o 1 , :•< rtedly-.vy >; - ^ mo* ’< 

■ -a.:,.. aa... • 

bd weighed 893.5 kilograms ( 1 , 9Z0 pound s p 
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The Soviets to date have launelied 1 3‘ inter planet >rbbes, all 

failures. Nine never r eahneTAnte rolaueta r v trajectory: the -d lL> 

4 ' - y : 






others did, but ceased transmitting, long before: reaching their pfrVets . 



m 












xVlamved rd ignis . The Soviets could very Well laurtt aimed spacecraft 
^before-’ the end ,of the 'year, but the prospects a r e • le^s ''3pr ‘e d i c t a b let h a n 
lunar and* Venus launches. mV , 
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'if^yk y$jk The US 1 s 3 Geimni -flight s*>’ this yb^r have giy/dnlAh^JU S some 
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Recapturing, the lead in duration of manned flight. 1 
Pre-.trr.pUm, possible US -firsts" .in re.s.Iesvous 



e net ezvous and docking 
as 4 or 5 cosmonauts 
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90.) f r oni b oat ' 0-8.0 tf Z , '•" L 8 ,Se pi u 1 r 1 < : r , ' using a s-rngl-^laimci^ tgh'' . 

^hicli*. This whs the .SpyietSof 6th 'm'.uft ip l'e -payload .launch tf&.omv -■--•d'O' 

Xyur, ait a; nil. h;efl |sj : ; h aw; lr;%ajl s ' : a ; 's^. ; |o 11 o w s ; ■ _ ‘ ‘,-tv ''•..> y V = j 
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■;%J - ^ ;6 |uly | payloads" - fc ‘™ 

03. September i#5 5 payloads •,, 

•^ SS *°- *® MRaR -* •pay^adl^ , ^ !jl,-Sf 
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The mission(s)®Ki|h;ese. vehicles is (are) not ©finitely known>.'J£t7lii: ; '. M 
but the y^a pp 6 r P° s e , r . re^ahamg" 
the.se vehicles now suggests that their mission ; i'$Vc la $ s i tied , * 




. * P*r opulsio n. -The /new quiptu^ipts were launcheh-by the" same T- stage ClV - > : 

; «^s.tartabl«r vehicle - - •t.hel : S i Ki8 - - usechiwith all 6 h. v.c ratarn multiple Jd 
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.^soarch i gave orbital parameters, and said that orie.o: the payloads 
carried a pov/er station which was energized 1 by a radioactive^isotope, 
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^^^LKt v es wiih classified primary missions 
reconnaissance vehicle's, test bed's, protod 
curs'ors of manned flights. 



Satellites which reach orbit but fail to 



accomplish their mission. 



£& *fc- • inifliT i ' bs not believed that the triplet /quin tuplet- launches; vir e-exec uting 
. unclassmed space research. . The soviets nave not a c.cpr#eo these unusual 
■:k- thc Publicity, nor assignee them the distinctive names given to ; 

' Ptnercunusual. research vehicles, such a-s- me r.lcctr-'ons , "Proton 1, and 
Zond 3, The-' multiple .paylo'ads certainly would oe as deserving ox pub- 
-WCi'ty as thc 2 Polyots, which were announced with much -fanfare but did 
too more than execute a very icw minor orbital changes,. .The Soviets, on 
the contrary, have been most secretive about their triolets /quintuplets. 
Aside from the announcements about test of an isotope. g ene r ato r , the 
Soviets have given only the barest of information abou^fh'e^^'- no, more 
than the Y 1V ‘- VC § Iven about their . photorecce Cosmoses, And now the pare 
details are being reduced:, announcements regarding beacon signals have 
decreased wide each launch, and were entirely aiscnt for tin: last two 



50X1 and 3, E.O.13526 



Norms it believed that, Soviet silence and secretiveness about 

tnese vehicles indicates tnat they represent a- series ol mission failures 

u a ■' . - , . . . , -• . 

Mil and i c-at-xons ^ r c^ that tae system is prog-res sing toward initial opera- 

.tiopiaKIp it. has not already reached IOC: 

*•"->- The tempo of launches is increasing sharply. 

& The numoeriol pavloads per launen nas escalated. 

dp . ■ p '• ?AA did . , . , d--; -V : 

r * : :iv fdiA'A df h An r\ f' i « i o i n bn fi w.a 1 ri r. rvi t" h r» ! « ITl- 







